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how to make the flour rotis who know how to knead, make rolls
and roast rotis. Similarly, only those who know how to card
cotton, make slivers and spin can be called spinners. In fact, all
the three processes constitute a single activity. Perhaps it would
not be improper to call slivers the thickest of yarn. The process of
carding is easy and beautiful. It does not take much time to learn
it. Hence, my reply to the writer of the above letter is that slivers
should be available in the village of Kasunda itself. It is not due
to want of cotton or slivers that plying of charkhas has had to be
stopped but rather due to want of effort, and in this fact I also
see the absence of a genuine love for the charkha. I hope that
wherever charkhas are plied as yajna spinners would immediately
learn how to card cotton and make slivers.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 5-8-1928

166.   SETTLEMENT OR WAR?
Reports of a settlement are coming in from all quarters, and,
behind it, are also heard the echoes of a battle. At one time we
hear that the Government is firm and is not prepared to change
even one of the points in the talks held at Surat, while at
other times we hear that the Government is eager to arrive at
a settlement, that it is ready to yield as much as possible and
would fight only if it cannot help it,
God alone knows which of these two versions is correct. A
satyagrahi remains indifferent towards both, but at the same time
should be prepared to face either. He should not let go a single
opportunity for a settlement but should always be prepared for a
battle. He should never adopt devious ways. He should
not have the chakravyuha1 of Abhimanyu, he should have only
one golden, straightforward path, which even a child can see.
He has nothing to hide, he can have recourse to no underhand
dealings; what then has he to think about? It is immaterial for
him whether on Monday he gets the news of a settlement or of
Shri Vallabhbhaf s arrest.
If satyagrahis have fully learnt their lesson under the leader-
ship of Shri Vallabhbhai, they would not be scared at all at his
*An   impregnable   phalanx   of  the   Kaurava army which Abhimanyu
\yas able to destroy